A new nemacheiline fish, Schistura fasciata sp. nov. is described here from Barak River (Brahmaputra Drainage) of Manipur, India. The species is characterized by 11-13 dark brown transverse bars on the flank, moderately high adipose crest on dorsal and ventral side of caudal peduncle, three prominent dark spots at the base of dorsal fin, dorsal fin with 8½ branched rays and an incomplete lateral line.
Paratypes: 18 females, 37.5-59.9 mm SL, MUMF 11001-11019; 2 males, 59.2-68.3 mm SL, MUMF 11020-11021. Same data as holotype.
diagnosis
A species of Schistura with the combination of characters: 11-13 dark brown transverse bars against pale yellow background on the body, bars arranged regularly, often fused on mid-dorsal line, width of bar broader than the interspace width; moderately high adipose crest on dorsal and ventral sides of caudal peduncle; lateral line incomplete, reaching vertical to posterior end of anal fin base; three black spots on base of dorsal fin; head short (12.72-16.41 % SL), dorsal fin with 8½ branched rays; processus dentiformes large.
description
Morphometric data are shown in shorter than the outer one and reaches half way the distance from the anterior extremities of the body to anterior rim of nostril. The outer rostral barbel reaches the anterior margin of orbit. Maxillary barbel extends to the lower margin of orbit. Head longer than depth of the body, its width at nares is half of its lateral length. Eyes are moderate, dorsal in position and completely invisible from ventral side. Mouth gape is wide and about half of body depth. Intestine is with a small loop just behind stomach (Fig. 1) .
sexual dimorphism: Males are with swollen anterior body, triangular head and faintly coloured vertical bars especially visible from the middle of the dorsal fin to the base of the caudal fin whereas females have well distinct marked vertical bars. The dorsal surface of males is straight horizontally and with a well develop prominent dorsal adipose crest. The anterior dorsal profile of females are well arched and the adipose dorsal crest not prominent as in male.
colouration: In live, body faintly golden to grey with 11 to 13 olivaceous dark brown vertical bars. Colour pattern and number of bars are more or less variable with a unique arrangement. 5-6 bars are on the pre-dorsal, 3 in dorsal and 4-5 bars on the postdorsal. Bars on the pre-dorsal are broader than the posterior ones. They are united mid-dorsally and their inter-bands are wider towards the posterior. All the rays of the dorsal, ventral, pectoral and anal fins are with a row of faintly black elongated marks. A complete dark caudal bar with forward and backward projections present on the base of caudal fin. Three 
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prominent black spots on the base of the dorsal fin; respectively extending from simple rays to 1 st branched ray, from 3 rd to 5 th branched rays and from 7 th to last branched rays. Distal margin of fins golden. Head dark olivacious dorsally, becoming lighter on sides.
In 10% formalin, body becomes lighter with the loss of golden colouration in the interspace of vertical bars and on the distal margin of fins. The olivacious dark brown bars turn to light dark grey colouration.
etymology: The fish has been named after its dark brown bars on body. Latin 'fasciata' = banded. distribution and habitat: The species are known only from the type locality, Barak River at the western side of Maram Hill, Senapati District, Manipur (Fig.  2) . The fish inhabits the pebbly bottom of large, swift flowing streams (Image 3). Day (1878) described Nemacheilus multifasciatus (now Schistura) from Darjeeling and Assam. The type in ZSI was examined but found to be in a poor state of preservation and not suitable for comparison. Thus comparison was made based on data of Day (1978) and Menon (1987) . Schistura fasciata sp. nov., differs from S. multifasciatus in having three simple dorsal fin rays (vs. 2), 8½ branched dorsal fin rays (vs. 7½), 11 pectoral fin rays (vs.12), three simple anal fin rays (vs. 2), 5½ branched anal fin rays (vs. 5), eight ventral fin rays (vs. 9), 17 branched caudal fin rays (vs. 18) and incomplete lateral line (vs. complete lateral line). The vertical bars in S. fasciata sp. nov. are more or less equal in thickness and fewer in number (11-13) however in S. multifasciatus they are thinner and numerous to the anterior than the posterior and about (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) (26) (27) (28) (29) (30) 
